The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) provides a powerful opportunity for educators to ensure
excellence and equity in our public schools and to reclaim the promise of a truly high- quality, wellrounded education for every student.
This week’s newsletter showcases the innovative ways states are implementing ESSA to ensure
that all students graduate prepared to thrive in college and careers.
Visit StatesLeading.org and follow #StatesLeading on social media to learn more and join the
conversation.

State Spotlights

As part of its ESSA plan, the Connecticut State Department of Education has identified leading
practices in seven school improvement areas that research suggest will increase the likelihood of
improved student outcomes.
The Evidence-Based Practice Guides are intended to inform school and district decision-making
regarding instructional and student support programming and to optimize the use of local, state,
and federal school improvement funds.
Resources include guides for early learning, reading, mathematics, English language proficiency,
On-Track for graduation, school climate and culture, and student, family, and community
engagement.
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New Mexico Governor Susana Martinez announced that the state's lowest-performing schools
will receive an additional $15 million support package as part of the state's ESSA plan.

“Our kids in struggling schools deserve better and we are committed to improving accountability
and support systems to help turn them around,” said Governor Martinez. “Every child can learn
and every student deserves the opportunity to develop their skills and be successful.”
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Louisiana’s ESSA plan includes the Interests and Opportunities index, an indicator that will
measure the extent to which schools expose students to experiences such as high-quality arts
and foreign language learning, as well as access to advanced courses.
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California's new school dashboard measures district and school performance based on factors
such as graduation and suspension rates, college and career readiness, English learner
progress, and absenteeism.
Along with the dashboard, the state launched a statewide system of support that enables districts
to have access to a deep pool of public school experts and educators.
The dashboard is a “key component” of the changes underway in California schools, according to
the California Department of Education.
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Must Read
Louisiana, New Hampshire, and Puerto Rico are planning to pilot an innovative assessments
under ESSA.
Louisiana plans to assess students based on content they’ve covered in the classroom, rather
than “content agnostic” passages selected randomly. In addition, multiple tests throughout the
course of the school year will enable educators to gauge progress in real time.
New Hampshire is working to scale the Performance Assessment of Competency Education, a

competency-based approach that requires students to demonstrate proficiency on a given topic
before moving forward to the next, enabling educators to judge student growth based on
outcomes rather than inputs like time spent in a class.
Puerto Rico will implement a computer adaptive test that adjusts to match student competencies.
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Tools & Resources

This CCSSO resource, ESSA Implementation Timeline: A Guide to Key State and Local
Processes, outlines key state and local actions and planning processes in implementing new
accountability, reporting, and school improvement systems.

The timeline highlights the commonalities across states in actions and timing under the law. It
also serves as a visual tool to show the implementation of ESSA and as a conversation-starter for
meaningful stakeholder engagement with state and local education agencies.
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State boards of education play a key role in state ESSA plans. This NASBE policy update,Seven
Questions Boards Should Ask About Their ESSA State Plans, identifies crucial questions for
boards to consider to ensure that their states’ ESSA plans will provide all students with an
equitable education.
These questions focus on goals for improving student performance and outcomes, flexibility in
allocating federal funding, protecting equity, improving quality of teachers and education leaders,
and evaluating and supporting local plans for low-performing schools.
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The Chiefs for Change partnered with Results for America to release a new report,EvidenceBuilding Opportunities Under ESSA: How States Can and Should Generate Evidence to Drive
Better Outcomes for Students, to provide a clear sense of the policies, practices, and conditions
states can establish to build evidence to solve problems and improve outcomes for students.
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We want to hear from you!
Send your state's stories or organization's resources to communications@ccsso.org

The States Leading campaign celebrates the progress states are making toward providing equitable education for
all students through the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) and innovative polices in other key areas of
education, such as early childhood education, teacher preparation, and career readiness, among others.
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