Students need and deserve safe, healthy, and inclusive school environments that enable them to
learn and thrive. Unfortunately, the tragedies in Texas, Florida, and at schools around the country
show that violence is too common.
In addition to safety, students today often face challenges from substance abuse, homelessness,
absenteeism, bullying, and mental health - all of which can affect their ability to learn and succeed.
This week’s newsletter highlights how states are working hard to ensure students are provided a
learning environment that is conducive to developing the skills, habits, and dispositions that support
success in school and beyond.
Visit StatesLeading.org and follow #StatesLeading on social media to learn more and join the
conversation.

State Spotlights

The New York State Education Department adopted regulations to require schools to provide
instruction on mental health, including the relationship of physical health to mental health.
Instruction also will focus on enhancing students’ understanding, attitudes, and behaviors toward
health promotion, well-being, and human dignity. This new regulation was a collaborative effort
with the New York State Office of Mental Health and the Mental Health Association.
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The Louisiana Board of Elementary and Secondary Education recently integrated evidencebased, age-appropriate instruction on opioid substance abuse into its prevention education
programs. To ensure schools effectively implement these programs, the Department will provide
high-quality resources and training, track progress to measure the impact of the programming,
and adjust efforts to address the effects the crisis has on Louisiana families.
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Back in March, the Indiana State Department of Education held the first statewide conference
focusing on preparing individuals who work with, and on behalf of, young children and their
families experiencing homelessness. Indiana’s Education for Children and Youth Experiencing
Homelessness Program provides guidance and professional development to districts on the
federal and state requirements to educate and support homeless children and youth. The
program also outlines assurances to ensure homeless students have equal access to a quality
education.
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In partnership with state agencies, tribal nations and nonprofits, the Oklahoma State Department
of Education will host a summit, It Starts Here: Trauma-Informed Instruction, as an effort to equip
teachers with the tools that will allow them to establish a caring, trusting learning environment for
high-risk students. The summit will feature national experts on traumatic events like divorce,
domestic violence, addiction, and poverty that are associated with long-term negative health
outcomes, including depression, violence, and shorter life expectancy.
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The Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction created a Social and Emotional Learning (SEL)
Competencies guide designed to provide educators with the essentials for implementing a
comprehensive approach to SEL. The guide helps educators incorporate SEL practices into
lesson plans, as part of classroom management, and in school culture. The
Department also provides resources on what SEL is and how it intersects with character
development, technology, and before- and after-school programs.
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The Utah State Board of Education, the Utah Office of the Attorney General, and the Utah
Anti-Bullying Coalition has partnered with The University of Utah Neuropsychiatric Institute to
create SafeUT, a free app where users can submit tips, text/chat, and talk to counselors. The
goal is to provide 24/7 access to a professional crisis counselor regarding mental health
issues, suicide prevention, loss and grief, bullying, drug and alcohol abuse, school safety, and

self-harm.
SafeUT conversations receive a real-time response by a trained adult who can coordinate with
school staff, community organizations, and emergency responders if needed. Services are
confidential and students enrolled in Utah schools can also submit anonymous tips though the
SafeUT app as part of its confidential tip program.
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The South Carolina State Department of Education has partnered with the South Carolina
Department of Mental Health to offer school-based mental health services across the state. This
program provides urgent and acute mental health services that can be delivered statewide
through tele-health and tele-psychiatry technology.
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Must Read
In light of the many mass shootings that have taken place at schools across the country in recent
years, CCSSO has established a working group of state chiefs to study school safety and work
together to create solutions that students deserve. States are already taking action; for example,
Indiana recently hosted a roundtable on school safety with education leaders from around the
country.
CCSSO Executive Director Carissa Moffat Miller said, “This work will not be easy. We understand
that school safety sits at the intersection of many complicated issues involving mental health,
student privacy, resources and gun laws, but as state chiefs we welcome the difficult
conversations that will move us forward in making schools safer for every child.”
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Tools & Resources

As strengthening school safety has become a priority for stakeholders across the country, state
legislatures are starting to create legislation to address the issue. The National Conference of
State Legislatures created an interactive graphic on school safety legislation, to help
policymakers, educators, and the public stay informed. This resource shows which states statutes
allow and prohibit firearms on K-12 grounds and more.
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Chronic absenteeism is most prevalent among students in poverty, students with disabilities,
students of color, students who are mobile, and students who are involved in the juvenile
justice system. This Education Commission of States policy analysis, Chronic Absenteeism: A
key indicator of student success, shows how several states are using chronic absenteeism as
an indicator for school quality and student success in their accountability systems as a way to
ensure that schools prioritize getting students to attend school regularly.
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CCSSO developed an online guide, Supporting Inclusive Schools for the Success of Each Child:
A Guide for States on Principal Leadership, that offers state leaders eight key strategies for
integrating effective, inclusive principal leadership into policy and practice to improve outcomes
for students with disabilities. The guide includes the collaborative voice of 20 organizations to
help states respond to these challenges and support principals to lead inclusive schools where
each student excels and feels safe, supported, and valued.
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NASBE's policy update Mental Health in Education outlines the challenges in delivering mental
health services and ways states can leverage key provisions in the Every Student Succeeds Act
to provide mental health services to improve students’ chances for academic success.
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With social and emotional learning (SEL) becoming a widely embraced part of a well-rounded
education, discussions among state and federal lawmakers on how to incorporate SEL into
school and after-school curriculum are increasing. This NCSL brief, Boosting Social and
Emotional
Development In and Out of School, highlights state and local action around SEL, including how
states like Illinois, Massachusetts, and South Carolina are leading the effort.
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We want to hear from you!
Send your state's stories or organization's resources to communications@ccsso.org
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