STEM advocates are celebrating increased funding for programs and initiatives in the Every Student
Succeeds Act (ESSA). Several provisions in ESSA allow—and even encourage—the use of federal
funds to support science, technology, engineering, and math education.
This newsletter highlights the ways states are using STEM education in their policies to strengthen
education equity, career readiness, and CTE focused curriculum.
Visit StatesLeading.org and follow #StatesLeading on social media to learn more and join the
conversation.

State Spotlights

In March, the New Hampshire Department of Education hosted the For Inspiration and
Recognition of Science and Technology (FIRST) Robotics Competition New England District
Championship.
In this event, teams of 25 students or more were challenged to raise funds, design a team
brand, hone teamwork skills, and build and program robots to perform prescribed tasks against
a field of competitors.
By the end of the competition, 86% of students had more interested in doing well in school and
94% had more interest in attending college.
The event hosted almost 2,500 team members, their coaches, mentors, families and friends.
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Governor John Carney and Delaware’s Chief Information Officer James Collins announced an
innovative cybersecurity training partnership with the SANS Institute. Young women in high
school interested in a cybersecurity career will have the opportunity to discover their aptitude and
learn basic cybersecurity skills through a no-cost online game of discovery called Girls Go
CyberStart.
Anne T. Hogan, Chief Executive Officer of Girl Scouts of the Chesapeake Bay, noted, “Girls are
natural-born scientists, which is why we introduce Girl Scouts of every age to science,
technology, engineering and math (STEM) to help them see how they can improve the world. This

program will allow girls to learn by doing, develop important problem solving and leadership skills,
and take the lead on their futures.”
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The Wyoming Department of Education recently launched Boot Up Wyoming 2022, an initiative
to implement computer science in all Wyoming schools.
Boot Up Wyoming 2022 will focus on analyzing the costs and district needs to offer computer
science, ensuring teachers are trained to teach the subject, and facilitating the development of
statewide standards for promulgation by the State Board of Education.
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The Mississippi State Board of Education awarded funding for the K-8 STEM Initiative
Enhancement Project Grant, which will support implementation of STEM activities in classrooms
and coursework, while providing technology upgrades and educator training to implement STEM
applications.
Priority was given to schools implementing engineering, computer science, robotics, and other
project-based STEM activities to expand the current Mississippi College and Career Readiness
standards for math and/or science K-8.
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Today, Oklahoma State Superintendent of Public Instruction Joy Hofmeister commended the
state legislature for approving the state’s academic standards for computer science, which were
created by a team of statewide educators from common education, CareerTech, and higher
education.

Oklahoma is one of just 10 states that provide expectations for computer science education and
is one of just three to do so with grade-specific standards.
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Must Read
A new blog post from CCSSO highlights Arkansas, North Dakota, Oklahoma, and Wyoming for
taking the lead on investing in computer science education: from hiring state education agency
staff focused on this work to adopting standards to providing licensure pathways for computer
science educators.
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Tools & Resources

Vital Signs, from Education Commission of the States, is the nation’s most thorough and timely
source of state-by-state data on the condition of STEM education.
Explore the interactive database, review in-depth STEM information for your state, other states or

nationally, and utilize the information to advance STEM opportunities for students.
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In 2014, NASBE awarded stipends to state boards of education in Arkansas, Delaware, District
of Columbia, Kentucky, New Jersey, and West Virginia to support Next Generation Science
Standards implementation.
In Common Themes, Individual Approaches: Six States’ Experiences with New Science
Standards, former NASBE Deputy Executive Director Francis Eberle profiles the work of these six

state boards and identifies key steps toward successful implementation in communication
strategy, community involvement, policy advancement and alignment, and professional
development and capacity building.
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The U.S. Department of Education, in collaboration with the American Institutes for Research,
published STEM 2026: A Vision for Innovation in STEM Education.
The report provides recommendations for an innovative future of STEM education from experts in
learning sciences research, culturally relevant teaching and learning, equity and access,
assessment and measurement, preschool through 12th-grade education, higher education,
education technology, afterschool and informal STEM learning, and community networks of
learning.
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A NASBE case study highlights Maryland and Arkansas, two states that stand out as leaders
among the 26 states that are creating pathways specifically for preparing computer science
teachers.
Without enough qualified teachers and the resources to support them, states will be hard pressed
to make computer science a part of every student’s education—which industry leaders say is
critical to students’ career readiness.
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We want to hear from you!
Send your state's stories or organization's resources to communications@ccsso.org

The States Leading campaign celebrates the progress states are making toward providing equitable education for
all students through the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) and innovative polices in other key areas of
education, such as early childhood education, teacher preparation, and career readiness, among others.
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