Every student deserves an excellent education, and states across the country are committed to
ensuring all students have access to equitable educational opportunities. On Monday, Council of
Chief State School Officers (CCSSO) Board President and Mississippi Superintendent Carey M.
Wright spoke at the Council’s 2018 Legislative Conference about the many ways that states are
turning the promise of educational equity into reality.
This edition of the States Leading newsletter highlights state progress in promoting educational
equity. As Wright said, “We know we are not finished – far from it,” and states are committed to
helping all students succeed.
Visit StatesLeading.org and follow #StatesLeading on social media to learn more and join the
conversation.

State Spotlights

New research from the Learning Policy Institute shows that California’s landmark overhaul of
public education finance and accountability is narrowing achievement gaps between groups of
students.
The report examined the impact of Governor Jerry Brown and State Superintendent Tom
Torlakson’s Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF), which gave school districts more control over
the use of state funds in exchange for greater accountability and parent engagement at the local
level. The LCFF has "led to significant increases in high school graduation rates and academic
achievement, particularly among children from low-income families."

Learn
more

Tweet this
story

Eric Thomas, Georgia’s Chief Turnaround Officer, joined Lillian Lowery from Education Trust
and Ross Wiener from the Aspen Institute Education & Society Program for a panel discussion
on building state capacity for equity at the NASBE 2018 Legislative Conference.
During the conversation, Thomas highlighted ways that Georgia is developing the capacity of its
state and local agencies to address persistent opportunity and achievement gaps.
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Working with school and community representatives, Illinois created IL-EMPOWER, a school
improvement plan centered on promoting equity. The framework takes a whole child approach
and gives districts flexibility to focus on the areas where they need the most support. ILEMPOWER fosters a comprehensive vision for equity, including Systematic Equity, Programmatic
Equity, Teacher Quality Equity, Achievement Equity, and Leadership for Excellence and Equity.
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Must Read
A year ago, the Council of State Chief School Officers and the Aspen Institute Education &
Society Program released Leading for Equity, a report detailing ten actionable commitments state
chiefs can take to create a more equitable education system in their state. A year later, it is clear
states have made notable progress against the ten equity commitments. This report, States
Leading for Equity, highlights examples of promising practices in states to advance equity for all
children.
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Tools & Resources

To move the needle on equity in education, it is helpful to increase intentionality of policy
assessment and development across four pillars of work: teaching and leading, learning and
transitioning, measuring and improving, and financing. This Education Commission of the States’
brief includes a list of key equity-minded questions to consider within each of these target areas.
This list — though not exhaustive — can serve as a guide for state education leaders as they
evaluate their policy options across the P20 spectrum.
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Problem solving, resilience, and self-reflection are often buzzwords in education. These skills and
attributes — along with others that are often referred to as “deeper learning” skills — are key to
students’ college, career, and civic success. Yet the barriers to deeper learning in schools serving
large numbers of diverse and high-poverty student populations are significant. How States Can
Advance Deeper Learning for All, produced by NASBE, explores how states can analyze
resources, rigor, and educational experiences to ensure equitable access to deeper learning
skills in the classroom.
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Education Commission of the States created a state education policy tracker to make identifying
equity legislation fun and user friendly. The map displays enacted and vetoed bills, the 2018 State
Education Policy Watch List, which includes pending legislation in a few issue areas and state
policy tracking for the 1996 through 2016 legislative sessions.
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We want to hear from you!
Send your state's stories or organization's resources to communications@ccsso.org

The States Leading campaign celebrates the progress states are making toward providing equitable
education for all students through the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) and innovative polices in other
key areas of education, such as early childhood education, teacher preparation, and career readiness,
among others.
Thank you to our proud partners:
The Council of Chief State School Officers
Education Commission of the States
The National Association of State Boards of Education
National Conference of State Legislatures
Our mailing address is:
One Massachusetts Avenue NW
Suite 700
Washington, DC 20001
202.336.7000
Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.

