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Executive Summary

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA, 2015) provides new flexibility for states with respect to high school 

assessments. Notably, section 1111(b)(2)(H) of ESSA allows a state to permit a local education agency (LEA) to 

administer a locally-selected, nationally-recognized assessment (LNHSA) in lieu of the state test at high school if the 

LEA selects an assessment that has been approved for such use by the state. 

This document, developed in consultation with a group of state leaders convened by the Council of Chief State 

School Officers, presents a framework to help states develop a response to the LNHSA flexibility. The framework 

addresses two main components: 1) coordination and management and 2) evaluation criteria. Coordination and 

management refers to the tasks associated with operationalizing an additional assessment program. Evaluation 

criteria refers to the technical standards and the process necessary for approval by the state and ultimately the 

U.S. Department of Education (USED). 

Key recommendations highlighted in the document follow: 

•	 State and local agencies should communicate early and often about the process, requirements, 
and evaluation criteria.

•	 Roles and responsibilities for procurement and project management can be centered at the state 
or local level or a combination of both. If the state permits one or more local or third party entities 
to assume responsibility for coordination and management of the assessment program(s), the state 
should consider establishing and certifying the program management plan.

•	 The state maintains an interest in ongoing decisions made about development, scoring, and 
reporting of the LNHSA. Suggested standards related to development and maintenance of 
technical quality are provided. 

•	 States should establish criteria that meet or exceed statutory minimum standards for technical 
quality. A list of suggested criteria is provided. 

•	 The evaluation process should include broad representation from experts and stakeholders to 
include technical advisors and experts in accessibility and fairness. 

•	 It may be advisable to implement a staged evaluation process, beginning with the assessments of 
higher interest and/or those more likely to meet evaluation criteria. 

•	 Following initial evaluation, the process should include ongoing monitoring and review to ensure 
the LEA has met the state’s requirements each year. 

This document, An Implementation Framework for the Locally-Selected, Nationally-Recognized High School 

Assessment Provision of the Every Student Succeeds Act, includes a review of participant roles and responsibilities 

followed by an illustration of a process and timeline for evaluation and implementation. Because developing an 

effective response requires substantial effort, policymakers should work closely with experts and stakeholders to 

provide sufficient time and resources for implementation. 


