
 Washington
to help educators select high-quality materials, Washington prepares to  
provide materials With breadth and depth Without reinventing the Wheel.

Background
Washington is a local-control state, which means school districts are required to have instructional materials review committees 
and processes in place to make material decisions. While there is no formal statute in place directing a state-level review cycle 
for instructional materials, Washington has been able to provide districts and teacher leaders with additional support. When it 
comes to selecting educators, partnerships and tools to review materials, Washington is diligent and transparent. 

2000 
     Washington has had periodic funding for the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) to review reading, 

math, science and sexual health education materials

2007 
     The legislature provided funding and direction to OSPI to recommend the top three curriculum materials in math and 

science. While OSPI made recommendations following a full scale review of K-12 materials, funding was eliminated 
in the economic downturn. Since then, no further funding has been earmarked to support statewide reviews of 
instructional materials.

2011 
     Washington adopted the Common Core State Standards, which opened up new opportunities to partner across state 

lines when considering traditional instructional materials, as well as Open Education Resources

2012 
    OSPI received funding to provide a targeted support to districts in learning about and considering quality OER. 

designing a review Process
The 2012 RCW 28A.300.803 statute states:

“The legislature finds the state’s recent adoption of Common Core K-12 standards provides an opportunity to develop 
a library of high-quality, openly licensed K-12 courseware that is aligned with these standards.”

This led to the development of a material review process for open educational resources (OER) that built on the 
transparent and inclusive process used for non-OER materials. OSPI created a cross functional team of content and 
curriculum experts and teachers to perform reviews. The goal of the review is to provide information for districts to 
make better informed decisions. Washington decided to partner with Achieve’s OER Institute and used portions of the 
Achieve OER Rubric, Publishers Criteria, and the EQuIP Rubric when reviewing Algebra, Geometry, Integrated Math, 
and high school English language arts (ELA) subjects.

going Forward
After performing an OER review the last couple years, OSPI plans to continue to review materials and hopes to partner 
with other states working on the same types of reviews of open and non-open educational resources to help educators’ 
select high-quality materials, and increasing educator and student access to strong materials. 

Washington recognizes the need to continue building capacity among educators, schools, and districts as they 
scrutinize new and current instructional materials. This will be done through established partnerships with the state’s 
regional Educational Service Districts, and districts on the leading edge of reviewing and developing materials. 
As funding emerges to support these efforts, partnerships with other states are critical as a way to lend credibility, 
coherence, and stability to state and local instructional materials review processes.

To learn more about Washington’s work in instructional materials, please visit their site:

Council of Chief State School Officers 
One Massachusetts Avenue, NW • Suite 700 • Washington, DC 20001-1431 • 202.336.7000 • www.ccsso.org

instructional materials revieW

http://www.k12.wa.us/CurriculumInstruct/InstructionalMaterialsReview.aspx
http://www.k12.wa.us/CurriculumInstruct/InstructionalMaterialsReview.aspx

